REMARKS 

Applicant, by the amendments presented above, has made a concerted effort to amend the 
application in response to the Examiner's Office Action, and thus to place this case in condition 
for allowance. 

Drawings 

In the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings because Figure 4 did not 
include reference numerals "29", "39" and "45" and was missing Figure 4D. A replacement 
drawing sheet illustrating the amended Figure 4 is attached hereto. 

Specification 

In the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the specification because it was missing 
section headings. The specification has been amended to overcome the Examiner's objections. 

Claim Rejections 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 12-14 and 16-20 under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a), as being unpatentable over International Publication No. WO99/65630 (Joux). Applicant 
respectfully submits that the Joux reference is not a proper prior art reference. The present 
application claims a priority date of October 2, 1999, which pre-dates the publication date of the 
Joux reference (December 23, 1999). Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that the Joux 
reference should not have been cited against the application, and requests that the Examiner's 
rejections be withdrawn. 

In view of the above Amendments and Remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
claims of the application are allowable over the rejections cited in the Office Action. Should the 

Serial No.: 10/089,490 
Art Unit: 3721 
Page 3 



present claims not be deemed adequate to effectively define the patentable subject matter, the 



Examiner is respectfully urged to call the undersigned attorney of record to discuss the claims 



an effort to reach an agreement toward allowance of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: pPCe/n()er & (^00^ By: 




James R. Foley, Reg. N6. 39,979 
Attorneys for Applicant 
TREXLER, BUSHNELL, GIANGIORGI, 
BLACKSTONE & MARR, LTD. 
105 West Adams Street, 36th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60603-6299 
Tel: (312) 704-1890 
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